
 

   

 

 

 

 
 

Mantas are Endangered! 
 

Oceanic manta rays (Mobula birostris) 

have the largest brain to body mass 

ratio of any fish, yet we know very little 

about them. We do know they are 

gentle, curious, social creatures that 

seem to be intelligent. 

 

Because of their size, the only threats to 

oceanic manta rays are large sharks, 

orcas and humans. As with so many of 

the ocean’s species, overfishing and 

bycatch are a dangerous threat as well 

as loss of critical habitat. 

 

Additionally, over the last two decades, 

practitioners of Chinese medicine have 

sold the lie that manta gill rakers (filter 

pads) can cure dozens of ailments, even 

though their use has never been 

documented in any traditional Chinese 

medicine text.  

 

Manta rays have only one offspring 

every 2 to 4 years and thus their 

numbers have plummeted dangerously 

as they’ve become a targeted species. 

Global populations are estimated to 

have declined 50-79% over the last 90 

years resulting in the giant manta ray 

being listed as an endangered species.*  

 

 

 
*See IUCNRedList.org 

Hey, Sailors! 

THE 

SMARTEST 

FISH IN THE 

SEA NEEDS 

YOUR HELP 

Want More Manta? 
 

The Manta Trust 
mantatrust.org 

 

Marine Megafauna Foundation 
marinemegafauna.org 

 

Pacific Manta Research Group 
PacificMantaResearchGroup.org 

 

Manta Pacifico 
@mantapacifico 

 
Proyecto Manta Pacifico 

@proyecto_manta_pacifico 
 

Mobulas do Brasil 
Megafauna Marinha Brasil 
@megafaunamarinhabrasil 
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You Can Help 
 

Mexico is lucky to have one of the few known 

populations of oceanic manta rays in the world. 

They often congregate at the Islas Revillagigedo 

(aka Socorros), but they also travel hundreds of 

miles to other parts of the country. Manta 

researchers would love to know where they go 

and that’s where cruisers can help.  

Individual mantas can be identified by the spots 

on their bellies. Even though we can’t see those 

spots from the surface, reporting a manta 

sighting provides useful data to researchers. 

This data is incredibly important as we work to 

piece together the migration routes of the 

manta rays.  

Understanding where these fascinating animals 

travel and how they live their lives is crucial to 

improving and maintaining the protection they 

need and deserve.  

Besides reporting your manta sightings, you can 

also make your voice heard. As you probably 

already do with shark products and shark fins, 

please speak out and educate anyone who uses, 

buys or sells manta ray products. 

 

 

Where to Look for Mantas -- Anywhere in Pacific Mexican waters except the Islas Revillagigedo. 
 

How to Spot Mantas on the Surface 
 

 
1 or 2 black or white fin tips above the water. If you 

can see both fin tips, they’ll be separated by a 

wingspan of least 8 feet (2.5 meters). 

 
A white shape that looks like a plastic bag floating 

just beneath the surface. You may also see ripples 

spreading in an odd pattern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mantas Are Not Mobulas 

If you’ve sailed a bit in Mexico  

you’ve probably spotted 

mobula rays. These look like 

miniature manta rays – only 

about 3 feet (1 meter) across. 

They often travel in large 

groups and jump out of the 

water, flapping their fins.  

 

 

What to Do When You Spot a Manta 

Take a photo. Then write down the following: 

 Date and Time 

 Latitude and Longitude 

(DDD° MMM.MM’ format preferred) 

 Text description of approximate location 

(e.g., 3 miles S of Isla Jacques Cousteau) 

 Estimated wingspan size (distance 

between the two fin tips) in feet or 

meters 

 Color of Back – black, or black and white 

 Any other observations (Injured? Bite 

marks? Scars? Tags?) 

If you are snorkeling or diving, try to get a photo 

of the manta’s underside.  

 

 

Send your photo(s) and the above  

information to: iSawaManta@gmail.com 

 

 
These are not mantas. Manta rays are 

much bigger: 10 to 20 feet across. 


