TROPICAL PACIFIC

REAL WIND ASCAT DATA by COUNTRY/ISLAND/REGION

compiled by Bruce Balan & Alene D. Rice, s/v Migration
Download the latest version of this file at svMigration.com

Background and Instructions
ASCAT B and ASCAT C are 2 satellites orbiting the earth using radar to determine the actual winds
on the surface of the sea. They are in polar orbits completing an orbit every 104 minutes;
sometimes they are passing over a location on earth on their way north (ascending) and sometimes
on their way south (descending). They cannot determine the wind directly below their orbit so they
may miss a specific area as they pass by. However, you can usually count on having accurate wind
== data for any area of the ocean at least twice a day.
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Find the country, island, or region where you are in the table
below and then click on all 4 links for that area of interest.
Each link will give you the latest image from that satellite’s
pass for that area. One of the images will most likely provide
data for the area you are interested in and at a fairly recent
time. The UTC time signature at the bottom of the image
tells you when the data was collected. There is a wind speed
color legend at the top right of each image. Images tend to

= be less than 50kb.
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Comparing this data to the most recent forecasts (from whatever source and whatever model) is an
excellent way to determine how much confidence you should have in a particular forecast.

To Retrieve Via Low-Bandwidth Email
If you would like to retrieve these files when at sea via Sailmail, Iridium Go, or another low-
bandwidth option, right click on any of the links in the table and copy the URL. Create a new email
to query@saildocs.com. Type SEND in the body of the message and paste the URL:

SEND https://manati.star.nesdis.noaa.gov/ascat_images/cur_25km_METC/zooms/WMBas7.png

The subject can be left blank. Send the email, wait a few minutes, and then retrieve your email. The
image will be sent to you. You can combine multiple requests in a single email.

Many thanks to David Burch for the wealth of information he provides (for free!) on his site. Buy his
excellent book, Modern Marine Weather.

This data can be retrieved directly from
https://manati.star.nesdis.noaa.gov/datasets/ASCATBData.php and
https://manati.star.nesdis.noaa.gov/datasets/ASCATCData.php

Bonne Navigation!
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Country/Island/Region ASCAT B | ASCATC Lat/Lon
American Samoa Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Aotearoa (New Zealand) - North Ascending Ascending 30-40S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Aotearoa (New Zealand) - South Ascending Ascending 40-50S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Beveridge Reef Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Clipperton Island Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 105-120W
Cocos Island Ascending Ascending 0-10N
Descending | Descending 75-90W
Cook Islands Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 150-165W
Cook Islands — Rarotonga Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 150-165W
Costa Rica — North Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 75-90W
Costa Rica — South Ascending Ascending 0-10N
Descending | Descending 75-90W
Easter Island (Rapa Nui) Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 105-120W
El Salvador Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 75-90W
Fiji — East Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Fiji — West Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
French Polynesia - Austral Islands Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 135-150W
French Polynesia — Gambiers East Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 120-135W
French Polynesia — Gambiers West Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 135-150W
French Polynesia — Marquesas North Ascending Ascending 0-10S
Descending | Descending 135-150W
French Polynesia — Marquesas South Ascending Ascending 10-20s
Descending | Descending 135-150W
French Polynesia - Society Islands East Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 135-150W
French Polynesia - Society Islands West Ascending Ascending 10-20s
Descending | Descending 150-165W
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French Polynesia — Tuamotus Central & Ascending Ascending 10-20S
North Descending | Descending 135-150W
French Polynesia — Tuamotus South Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 135-150W
Galapagos — North Ascending Ascending 0-10S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Galapagos - South Ascending Ascending 0-10S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Guatemala - North Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 90-105W
Guatemala - South Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 75-90W
Honduras Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 75-90W
Kiribati — Phoenix Islands Ascending Ascending 0-10S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Kiribati —Gilbert Islands North Ascending Ascending 0-10N
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Kiribati —Gilbert Islands South Ascending Ascending 0-10S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Marshall Islands - North Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Marshall Islands — South Ascending Ascending 0-10N
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Mexico — 30'N to Cabo Corrientes Ascending Ascending 30-20N
Descending | Descending 105-120W
Mexico — Cabo Corrientes to Guatemala | Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 90-105W
Mexico - Islas Revillagigedo Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 105-120W
Micronesia (Federated States of) - East Ascending Ascending 0-10N
Descending | Descending 150-165E
Micronesia (Federated States of) - West | Ascending Ascending 0-10N
Descending | Descending 135-150E
Minerva Reefs Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
New Caledonia — East Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
New Caledonia — Middle Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 150-165E
New Caledonia - West Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 150-165E
New Zealand (Aotearoa) - North Ascending Ascending 30-40S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
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New Zealand (Aotearoa) - South Ascending Ascending 40-50S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Nicaragua Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 75-90W
Niue Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Palau Ascending Ascending 0-10N
Descending | Descending 120-135E
Panama Ascending Ascending 0-10N
Descending | Descending 75-90W
Papua New Guinea - Louisiades Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 150-165E
Pitcairn Islands Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 120-135W
Rapa Nui (Easter Island) Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 105-120W
Samoa Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Solomon Islands - North Ascending Ascending 0-10N
Descending | Descending 150-165E
Solomon Islands - South Ascending Ascending 10-20N
Descending | Descending 150-165E
Tokelau Ascending Ascending 0-10S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Tonga - North Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Tonga - South Ascending Ascending 20-30S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Tuvalu Ascending Ascending 0-10S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Vanuatu Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 165-180E
Wallis and Futuna Ascending Ascending 10-20S
Descending | Descending 165-180W
Please submit corrections and suggestions here.
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